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KISS ME, KATE: Hepburn & Tracy carried on a 25-year romance.

NO REGRETS FOR "MADAME’

Click.

Those were the instructions
from “Madame,” as she is nicknamed
by one life-long friend.

In ripped pants, a blue turtleneck,
and a red sweater, Katharine Hep-
burn’s still sassy at 81, currently fin-
ishing her long-awaited autobiogra-
phy, titled,
simply, “Me.”

How’'s work
going?

“My work al-
ways goes well,
and if it didn't
I wouldn’t tell

‘HAM AND CHEESE. 12:30.

you.”
What lovely
dhurrie car-

pets.

“‘All for
= sale.... How
GLEN much will you

PLASKIN give me?”
And so it be-

gan, an entrancing, seductive, hilari-
ous afternoon in her East Side town-
house with the shrewd grande dame of
Hollywood, who carried on a 25-year
romance with the married Spencer
Tracy, a turning point in her life that
precluded marriage and children,
From their first film together,
1942’s “Woman of the Year,” to
“Guess Who's Coming to Dinner” in
1967, Hepburn not only worked with
Tracy, but nursed him through his
bouts of alcoholism and depression.
“When I met Spencer, everything
changed for me,” says the woman who
in public had to play second fiddle to
Tracy's wife — who refused to give

him a divorce.

If she has any regrets, she doesn’t
let on: “Taking certain trails in life
fixes it so that you can’t take others,”
she says simply.

“A husband would not have been
compatible for me anyway. I was am-
bitious and knew that I would not
have any children. Coming from a big
family of six kids, [ understood the ob-
ligation of time required. I wanted to-
tal freedom.”

Now, 20 years after Tracy's death,
surely Hepburn feels lonely at times,
it’s suggested.

“Nope,” she answers, insisting,
“There’s no greater luxury than doing
what you want when jou want to do it.
I've lived the life I've wanted to.”

“Silence,” she muses, lambasting
Walkmans because they don't let peo-
ple think, “is pure and true. What's
wrong with it? Can’t people use their
brains?”

So she could recommend living
alone? “The most perfect state imag-
inable,” she responds. “The human
animal naturally likes company and [
would be lonely if I were forced to be
alone all the time. But I'm not exactly
average.”

Stoic.to the core, Hepburn tolerates
a bum hip, a steel rod in her ankle
thanks to a car accident a few years
ago, a long-time eye infection, plus
the tremorous shaking of her hands.

“I don’t get down, even when I'm
sick,” she says. “Driving with a flat
tire isn't ideal, and I do feel disgusted
when I have to crawl up three flights
of stairs — but I'm not depressed.

“Now pass the peanuts,” she orders
briskly.

Or if you alread
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TO A FREE SEMINAR ON HOW TO
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have dentures,
how they can be stazlhzed with lmpIams.
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Educate yourself on the process of full mouth Cosmeric
Reconstruction and Rehabilitation through documented cases and
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have learned from writing this col- -

DEAR READERS: ONE THING 1

umn is that no matter how weird
something may seem to me, there are
others who hold a totally different point
of view. For example — photographing
deceased family members in the casket.

“Upset in Michigan” wrote to say that
she was appalled when her cousin sent
several pictures of a deceased relative ly-
ing in a satin-lined casket
with funeral wreaths all
around. T said that T shared
her sentiments and suggest-
ed she put the pictures away
and forget about them. Since
that column appeared I
have received nearly a thou-
sand letters "in support of
taking such pictures. If
you'd like to look over my
shoulder, be my guest.

From Evansville, Ind.:
When my mother passed
away [ was shocked and ap-
palied to see my niece tak-
ing pictures of her in the
casket. I thought it was in-
sensitive and disrespectful, but I said
nothing.

My niece brought the pictures to my
home. [ put them away without opening
the envelope. Several months later, I de-
cided to open it. I had forgotten how
beautiful my mother was. Those months
in the hospital were so filled with pain
and suffering that my last memeories of
the dear woman tore at my soul. Those
pictures were a great comfort, Ann. I am
so happy [ have them.

. Wayne, Neh.: We lost our baby daugh-
ter at birth. My mother asked me if I
wanted her to take a picture of the baby
before they lowered the lid of the casket.
I said, “No ... please don’t.”” My mother

LANDERS

respected my wishes but now [ regret ter-
ribly that I didn’t give her permission to
do it. Photographs are a wonderful way
to keep beautiful memories alive forever.

White Plains, N.Y.: My wife and [ were
married nearly 50 years when she passed
away. Mary was a pretty woman but for
some reason she did not photograph
well. Consequently she hid whenever
family photos were taken. When Mary
passed away the mortician
did such a wonderful job
that I asked my son to take
a picture as she lay in the
casket with a red rose in
her hand. That photo
turned out to be the best
one ever taken of my wife
and I wouldn’t trade it for a
million dellars.

Modesto, Calif.: I didn't
take pictures of my mother
before the funeral service
and now I'm sorry. My last
memories of her were ago-
nizing. She was a living
skeleton. I wanted a closed
casket but the mortician as-
sured me he could make her look beauti-
ful — and he did. How I wish I had a pic-
ture of her as she looked then.

Biloxi, Miss.: In the deep South, peo-
ple save for their funerals nearly all their
lives. My kinfolk were all buried in out-
fits that were much fancier than what
they could afford when they were living.
We take pictures of all our relatives in
their coffins, They looked better dead
and dressed up than they ever looked
when they were a]ive'

“Al i, How to Deal
With It, “I‘l'l to Cmq!let It” can tum things around.
Send a , long, enve-
lope and a check or mnney order for $3.65 (this in-
cludes postage and handling) to: Alcohol, /o Ann
Landers, P.0. Box 11-862 Chicago, IHl. 50611-05&2
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ASK DR. BROTHERS

Explain war news to your kids

EAR DR. BROTHERS: MY
Dchildren, ages 8 and 10, have
started to have nightmares
about war, and I'm sure it’s because
they often watch the evening news

with us. My husband feels they
shouldn’t be allowed in the TV room
unless there are specific programs
designed for children their age. Since
we often watch during the dinner
hour, this presents problems. — M.L.

Dear M.L.: Some children’s shows
are beginning to deal with youngsters’
fears of war and are helping them to
put this in perspective. It’s impossible

totally to black out the war because,
even though your children might not
watch TV news with you, they’'ll un-
doubtedly hear stories from other
youngsters at school,

It’s better to talk with your children
about what’s happening. And if you
watch the news together, take time af-
ter it’s over to discuss it and reassure
your family that this is happening a
long way off, that they’re in no imme-
diate threat and that your family life
isn’t going to change because of
what‘s happening in the Middle East.

© 1991 King Features Syndicats

How Quality Plastic Surgeryi-
Can be Affordable

Qur very experienced, Board Certified Plastic Surgeons (a Clinical
Instructor and an Assistant Clinical Professor of Plastic Surgery) charge
these fees (includes local anesthesia and 1.V, Sedation):

$2,500: Nose, Eyes, Brow-lift, Breast augment, etc.
$3,500: Face-Lift, Tummy-tuck, Breast reduction, etc.

Hospital, Lab and implants cost extra if patient not insured. Breast
Reductions and Tummy tucks require general anesthesia at extra cost.

No Gimmicks., No Compromises. Qur highly qualified specialists
perform state-of-the-art procedures in some of N.Y.C. s finest hospitals.

Financing available and most major credit cards accepted

Your Consultation i is Free

CONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

169°E. 69th St.

212-472 3300



