


TORIURED

Sylvester Stallone At 13 O"Clock

AGONY.

Right from the starvl,

A botched birth, July 6, 1046, Crommed infoa
stiftingly hot charity ward on the Lower East Side, the
infant s motherwailed as o frenzied physicion
delivered the baby, Michael Sylvester Stallone, with

forceps —and severed the infants facial nevee on the lgft
side, leaving his lip, chin and holf his tomgue partially
paralyzed. Laterin life, the shivoy kid with vickets
world vemember that he was like "My Potato Head
with all the parts in the wrong place. . . . wanted o be
anybody but me.”

Growing wp in Hell’s Kitchen, the oddbell with a
speech impedimend, lopsided mouth and droopy eyes
was tormented by neighboriood punks who called fim
“Sylvia.” His father beat him periodically. He
remembers being kissed by his mother just twice,

He buerned with vage. "I'd sit and swel flies offears
with a lead pipe, I'd paint the howse black, hack up
Santa Claus, fore arrows from a classroom window,
Jump off avoofwith an wmbrelle and break vy
armt. .. ." By age 12, he'd broken 17 bones. And he'd been
kicked out of 13 schools,

At 15, having been told Fis brain “was dovmant, " he
turned to bodiybuilding, wsing an culomobile axle as his
first set of weights.

And afler that, theve were years of desperation oz
an actor and playuright tn New Yok, “Nobodsy,
nobody, " he remembers bitterly, “wonld give me a
break. " At age 29, ke hatehed one himself, He called it
“Rockiy. " Itwas 1975,

Thad year, with $106 to his nome and a pregnant
wife, Sylvester Stallone was offered $360,000 for the
soript — provided he agreed not to star tn il He saidno.
Instead, he took a paltry salory of $75,000 —plus o 109

cut of the net profifs.

The rest — —the $30 million salavy per picture, the
#1 billion-plus in box-office gross for the slew of "Rocky™
films and “Rambo” films and others—is history.

The rags-to-riches clinmb has not been without
sorrows. Although Sly's 14-year-old son, Sage
Moonblood, is starving with him in the new “"Rocky
V, " opening this week, his younger son, Seargeok, 11,
is autistic— “locked in darkness, " Stallone
grimaces. His penchant for extramarital dallionces
ended his 11-year marriage o Sasha Crack. And his
briefmarriage to Danish actress Brigitte Nielsen
left him suicidally depressed. After vebounding with
astving of blondes, he's move recently settled down
with 21-yer-old aspiring actress-model Jennifer
Flaben, though he's still suffering from a bad case of
the DTAs: “Don't Trust Anybody, " Sylvester
Stallone langhs heartily.

A wwarrior to the bone, passtons swelling, the
planet's most highly poid film star, 44, reveals here
hiz “essence, " muses on anightmore childhood,
comsiders the rise and fall of Rocky Balboa,
contemplates his libido, his past lives and his
obsession with clocks — as the howrglass emplies.

As “Rocky™ junkies clap their hands and erities
groan over a fifth installment, what's it doing to
you? “It’s Cinderella, it's coming home. The dream is
over. Rocky's peaked, he lost his money, his marquee
value, and his brain is damaged. It's midnight. Come
beck to reality, you furve no worth.”

What's going on in his brain? “His brain iz slowed,
slurred, but he's sweet. He's also trapped by the
greatest fear of all — he can't make a living. He says:
‘Serewit, I've gone through this eyele for 15 years
and —[shouting] — I'm BACK on the same corner. I
smell this neighborhood, people are laughing at me.
Did I go all this way to become ANOTHER BUM
FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD? Did I do this? "

THE GLENN PLASKIN INTERVIEW

It could happen to you. “I've got an emergent
fund; Rocky’s pot nothing. He blames himself.
he's filled with this horrible zelf-loathing until
comes across a big, blond-haired, blue-eyed Ok
Rocky's going to make him another Rocky—bt
can't. THE SOUL, the character, isn't there. Th
turns on him, signs with a Don King character
with the devil. There it is, there itis.”

Where does that leave Rocky? “Brokenheart:
His marriage is in shambles, he begs forgiven:
and gets atonement. But then the Don King ta
his new champion, says: ‘Here's the ticket—st1
against teacher.” The kid attacks Rockyinast
brawl. Rocky is like Damoeles on his turf, he's

unbeatable. He wins, but nobedy wins. It's dea

If this is the last sequel, why doesn't Rocky
the end? “Can't die. I wanted him to die, but
Hollywood producers don't think the same way

Cynics say you're holding out for a “Rocky
“There's no ‘Rocky VL. He's done.”

This was the character that made you. Isn't
for you to kiss him good-bye? “Are you kiddir
like seeing someone in a hospital and you know
the last time. He's full civele. It's over.”

Katharine Hepburn once said: “In life, once
open a door, you can never close it. You cang
even come back, but it’s open forever.” Aretl
days you wish you could close the Rocky doc
escape the stereotype forever? “Yes, yes. But
the irony is that if T hadn't walked through tha!
T'wouldn't have a chanee to open any others.”

In your own life, what were the chances thal
Hell's Kitchen kid could erawl from 10th Aw
and 49th Street to Hollywood and wind up t
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